
7th Grade - Screencast Transcript 
 
Hello Cherry Hill students and families. My name is Alison McCartney and I am one of the 
Supervisors of Curriculum and Instruction for Cherry Hill Public Schools. Today, I am excited to 
share with you the 2020 summer reading books and assignment for 7th grade!  
 
7th grade teachers selected five books that support the theme of Life’s Journey. Choose at least 
one of the five books selected for 7th grade and complete the double-entry journal assignment. 
When you return to school in September, you should be ready to talk and write about the book 
you read.  
 
As you read, you will want to consider how characters’ lives and personal journeys shape who 
they are and the decisions they make. But what exactly does “life’s journey” mean? Use these 
guiding questions to help focus your attention as you read. 

Life’s journeys: How do stories influence who we are and how we perceive the world? 
Guiding questions: 

• In what ways can personal challenges help people develop courage and 
wisdom? 

• How do life experiences influence the way people see, understand, and interpret 
the world around them? 

• In what ways are personal choices influenced by the society/culture of an 
individual and the age in which he/she lives? 

• How do people find meaning and purpose in the personal challenges faced along 
life’s journey? 

 
And, now the books!   
 
Read titles and synopsis from each slide. 
 
Now that we have reviewed the texts, what does a double-entry journal look like? In a double 
entry journal, you will record events, examples and evidence from the text that connect to the 
theme of life’s journeys in the left-hand column. Be sure to record the page number so you can 
refer back to it in September! In the right-hand column, explain your thoughts. Why did you 
choose this part? How does it connect to the character’s life journey? What do you learn about 
the character from the excerpt? An example is included for you to follow. 
 
You can choose how to complete this assignment. If you have a printer at home or a paper 
copy, you can handwrite your thoughts neatly on the paper and share it with your teachers. If 
you complete the assignment online, you can always share it with your teacher in Google Docs 
or print out a hard copy.  
 
Last, if you need any additional resources for your book, you can visit Teachingbooks.net. The 
username is chclc and the password is book. This brings you to a site with different materials for 
each book, such as vocabulary lists, comprehension questions, videos and audio recordings. 
Definitely check it out! 
 
Copies of the summer reading books are available at the Cherry Hill Public library. The library 
will have physical and e-copies to borrow. You can also order the books online at 
barnesandnoble.com or pick up a copy at any of the nearby locations. Inkwood Books in 
Haddonfield will also have the texts available to order or to pick up at the store. 



 
You are, of course, welcome and encouraged to read all the summer reading books! But don’t 
worry - you only need to complete the assignment for one book. Reading is a great way to keep 
your mind active and to keep learning during the summer. The more you read, the more you 
know - and the more you know, the more jokes you get! Happy Reading! 
 


